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RANDOM  READINGS. 

BY  THE  EDITOR. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

The  more  we  have  examined  and  thought  about  Lamon’s  “ Life 
of  Abraham  Lincoln,”  the  more  have  we  been  impressed  with  a 
sense  of  the  unworthy  spirit  in  which  it  was  prepared.  But  the 
facts  which  it  states  are,  in  most  cases,  enough  to  confute  the  dis- 
paraging views  which  it  gives  in  its  summary  of  mental  and  moral 
qualities  attributed  to  Mr.  Lincoln.  An  article  in  the  July  number 
of  “ Scribner’s  Monthly  ” settles  the  question  in  regard  to  some  of 
the  charges  brought  against  him  by  that  envious  and  disingenuous 
work. 

We  quote  from  it  a few  paragraphs  ; — 

“ The  following  interesting  testimony  from  Rev.  Dr.  Byron  Sunderland, 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Washington  City,  gives  us  a little 
insight  into  the  philosophy  of  Mr.  Lincoln’s  mind  and  religious  senti- 
ments : — 

“ Rev.  James  A.  Reed  : “Washington  City,  Noy.  15,  1872. 

Dear  Brother^  — It  was  in  the  last  days  of  1862,  about  the  time  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  seriously  contemplating  the  issuing  of  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation,  that  I,  in  company  with  some  friends  of  the  President, 
called  upon  him.  After  some  conversation,  in  which  he  seemed  dis- 
posed to  have  his  joke  and  fun,  he  settled  down  to  a serious  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  before  his  mind,  and  for  one  half-hour  poured  forth  a 
volume  of  the  deepest  Christian  philosophy  I ever  heard.  He  began  by 
saying,  ‘The  ways  of  God  are  mysterious  and  profound  beyond  all  com- 
prehension,— “who  by  searching  can  find  him  out?”  * Now,  judging 
after  the  manner  of  men,  taking  counsel  of  our  sympathies  and  feelings, 
if  it  had  been  left  to  us  to  determine  it,  we  would  have  had  no  war.  And. 
going  further  back  to  the  occasion  of  it,  we  would  have  had  no  slavery. 
And  tracing  it  still  further  back,  we  would  have  had  no  evil.  There  is 
the  mystery  of  the  universe  which  no  man  can  solve,  and  it  is  at  that 
point  that  the  human  understanding  utterly  backs  down.  And  then 
there  is  nothing  left  but  for  the  heart  of  man  to  take  up  faith  and  believe 
and  trust  where  it  cannot  reason.  Now,  I believe  we  are  all  agents  and 
instruments  of  Divine  Providence.  On  both  sides  we  are  working  out 
the  will  of  God ; yet  how  strange  the  spectacle  ! Here  is  one  half  the 
nation  prostrated  in  prayer  that  God  will  help  them  to  distroy  the  Union 
and  build  up  a government  upon  the  corner-stone  of  human  bondage. 
And  here  is  the  other  half  equally  earnest  in  their  prayers  and  efforts  to 
defeat  a purpose  which  they  regard  as  so  repugnant  to  their  ideas  of 
human  nature  and  the  rights  of  society,  as  well  as  liberty  and  independ- 
ence. They  want  slavery ; we  want  freedom.  They  want  a servile 
class  ; we  want  to  make  equality  practical  as  far  as  possible.  And  they 
are  Christians,  and  we  are  Christians.  They  and  we  are  praying  and 
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fighting^  for  results  exactly  the  opposite.  What  must  Cod  think  of  such 
a posture  of  affairs  ? There  is  but  one  solution  — self-deception.  Somc- 
\vhere  there  is  a fearful  heresy  in  our  religion,  and  I cannot  think  it  lies 
in  the  love  of  liljerty  and  in  the  aspirations  of  the  humnn  souL  What 
I am  to  do  in  the  present  emergency  time  will  determine.  I hold  myself 
in  my  present  position  and  with  the  authority  vested  in  me,  as  an  instru- 
ment of  Providence.  I have  my  own  views  and  purposes.  I have  my 
convictions  of  duty,  and  my  notions  of  what  is  right  to  be  done.  But  I 
am  conscious  every  (noment  that  all  I am  and  all  I have  is  subject  to 
the  control  of  a Higher  Power,  and  that  Power  can  use  me  or  not  use 
me  in  any  manner,  and  at  anv  time,  as  in  his  wisdom  and  might  may  be 
pleasing  to  him.  Neverthefe.ss.  I am  no  fatalist  I believe  in  the  su- 
premacy of  the  human  conscience,  and  that  men  are  responsible  beings  ; 
that  God  has  a right  to  hold  them,  and  will  hold  them,  to  a strict  per- 
sonal account  for  the  deeds  done  in  the  body.  But  sirs,  I do  not  mean 
to  give  you  a lecture  upon  the  doctrines  of  the  Christian  religion.  These 
are  simply  with  me  the  convictions  and  realities  of  great  and  vital  truths, 
the  power  and  demonstration  of  which  I see  now  in  the  light  of  this  our 
national  struggle  as  1 have  never  seen  before.  God  only  knows  the 
issue  of  this  business.  He  has  destroyed  nations  from  the  map  of 
history  for  their  sins.  Nevertheless  my  hopes  prevail  generally  aliove 
my  fears  for  our  own  Republic.  The  times  are  dark,  the  spirits  of  ruin 
ard  abroad  in  all  their  power,  and  the  mercy  of  God  alone  can  save  us.* 

“ So  did  the  President  discourse  until  we  felt  we  were  imposing  on  his 
time,  and  rising  we  took  our  leave  of  him,  confident  that  he  would  be 
true  to  those  convictions  of  right  and  duty  which  were  derived  from  so 
deep  a Christian  philosophy.  Yours  truly, 

Bvrox  Sunderland. 

“The  Rev.  Dr.  Miner,  Pastor  of  the  first  Baptist  Church  of  Spring- 
field,  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  visited  him 
and  his  family  in  Washington  previous  to  his  death,  h.as  left  most  inter- 
esting testmony  in  reference  to  Mr.  Lincoln’s  religious  sentiments,  con- 
firmatory of  what  has  been  given,  and  which  is  preserved  in  the  archives 
of  the  University  of  Chicago.  Dr.  Miner  sums  up  his  impressions  of 
Mr.  Lincoln  aj  follows:  ‘All  that  was  said  during  that  memorable  after- 
noon I 8j>ent  alone  with  that  great  and  good  man  is  engraven  loo  deeply 
on  my  memory  ever  to  be  effaced.  1 felt  certain  of  this  fact,  that  if  .Mr, 
Lincoln  was  not  really  an  experimental  Christian,  he  was  acting  like  one. 
He  was  doing  his  duty  manfully,  and  looking  to  God  for  help  in  time  of 
need  ; and,  like  the  immortal  Washington,  he  believed  in  the  efficacy  of 
prayer,  and  it  was  his  custom  to  read  the  Scriptures  and  pray  himself.* 
And  here  I would  relate  an  incident  which  occurred  on  the  4th  of  .March, 
1861,  as  told  me  by  Mrs.  Lincoln.  Said  she:  ‘ Mr.  Lincoln  wrote  the 
conclusion  of  his  inaugural  address  the  morning  it  was  delivered.  The 
faudly  being  present,  he  read  it  to  them.  He  then  said  he  wished  to  be 
left  alone  for  a short  time.  The  family  retired  to  an  adjoining  room,  but 
not  so  far  distant  but  that  the  voice  of  prayer  could  be  distinctly  heard. 
There,  closeted  with  God  alone,  surrounded  by  the  enemies  who  were 
ready  to  take  his  life,  he  commended  his  country's  cause  and  all  dear  to 
him  to  God’s  providential  care,  and  with  a mind  calmed  with  communion 
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with  his  Father  in  heaven,  and  courage  equal  to  the  danger,  he  came 
forth  from  that  retirement  ready  for  duty.’ 

With  such  testimony,  gathered  from  gentlemen  of  the  highest  stand- 
ing, and  much  more  that  I could  add  to  confirm  it,  I leave  the  later  life 
and  religious  sentiments  of  Abraham  Lincoln  to  the  dispassionate  and 
charitable  judgment  of  a grateful  people.  While  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  Mr.  Lincoln  was  not  spared  to  indicate  his  religious  sentiments  by 
a profession  of  his  faith  in  accordance  with  the  institutions  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  yet  it  is  very  clear  that  he  had  this  step  in  view,  and  was 
seriously  contemplating  it,  as  a sense  of  its  fitness  and  an  apprehension 
of  his  duty  grew  upon  him.  He  did  not  ignore  a relation  to  the  Chris- 
tian Church  as  an  obsolete  duty  and  an  unimportant  matter.  How  often 
do  we  hear  him  thanking  God  for  the  churches  ! And  he  was  fast  bring- 
ing his  life  into  conformity  to  the  Christian  standard.  The  coarse  story- 
telling of  his  early  days  was  less  indulged  in  in  his  later  life.  Hon. 
Isaac  N.  Arnold,  and  Mr.  Carpenter,  as  well  as  Mr.  Lincoln’s  physician 
at  Washington,  Dr.  Stone,  all  testify  that  ‘ while  his  stories  and  anec- 
dotes were  racy,  witty  and  pointed  beyond  all  comparison,’  yet  they 
‘ never  heard  one  of  a character  needing  palliation  or  excuse.’  His  phy- 
sician. Dr.  Stone,  testifies  that  ‘Mr.  Lincoln  was  the  purest-hearted 
man  he  ever  came  in  contact  with.’ 

“ His  disposition  to  attend  the  theatre  in  later  life  (if  to  any  one  it 
seems  to  need  apology)  was  not  so  much  a fondness  for  the  play-house 
as  a relief  from  his  mental  anxiety,  and  an  escape  from  the  incessant 
pressure  of  visitors  at  the  White  House.  ‘ It  is  a well  known  fact,’  says 
Dr.  Miner,  ‘ that  he  would  not  have  been  at  the  theatre  on  that  fatal 
night,  but  to  escape  the  multitude  who  were  that  evening  pressing  into 
the  White  House  to  shake  hands  with  him.  It  has  been  said  that  Mrs. 
Lincoln  urged  her  husband  to  go  to  the  theatre  against  his  will.  This  is 
not  true.  On  the  contrary,  she  tried  to  persuade  him  not  to  go,  but  he 
insisted.  He  said,  “ I must  have  a little  rest.  A large  and  overjoyed, 
excited  people  will  visit  me  to-night.  My  arms  are  lame  by  shaking 
hands  with  the  multitude,  and  the  people  will  pull  me  to  pieces.”  He 
went  to  the  theatre,  not  because  he  was  interested  in  the  play,  but  be- 
cause he  was  care-worn  and  needed  quiet  and  repose.  Mrs.  Lincoln  in- 
formed me  that  he  seemed  to  take  no  notice  of  what  was  going  on  in  the 
theatre  from  the  time  he  entered  it  till  the  discharge  of  the  fatal  pistol. 
She  said  that  the  last  day  he  lived  was  the  happiest  of  his  life.  The 
very  last  moments  of  his  conscious  life  were  spent  in  conversation  with 
her  about  his  future  plans,  and  what  he  wanted  to  do  when  his  term  of 
office  expired.  He  said  he  wanted  to  visit  the  Holy  Land  and  see  the 
places  hallowed  by  the  footprints  of  the  Saviour.  He  was  saying  there 
was  no  city  he  so  much  desired  to  see  as  Jeriisale7n  j and  with  that 
word  half  spoken  on  his  tongue,  the  bullet  of  the  assassin  entered  his 
brain,  and  the  soul  of  the  great  and  good  President  was  carried  by 
angels  to  the  New  Jerusalem  above.” 
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